


Library User Policy

WHO MAY USE THE LIBRARY?

Library cards are available to Mercer County residents only. Proof of Mercer County residency or tax payer status is required to obtain privileges. Persons must show a photo ID as well as one of the following; a current Utility bill (electric, water, gas, internet, or phone), bank statement, a lease agreement, mortgage statement, or a Mercer County tax receipt. Official mail documents must be within the last 60 days. Library administration reserves the right to determine whether documentation is acceptable. For applicants under 18 years of age, proof of residency may be provided by a parent or legal guardian.

This policy helps ensure library services are supported for our county taxpayers.
(Revised and approved 2/9/2026)

NEW LIBRARY USERS

A library card will only be issued to new users that fill out a library registration card, have proof of residency (for example a utility bill) and a local reference, preferably someone with an active library account. New library users are not automatically placed in the system; library registrations are kept on file for up to one year and then disposed of. 

New users will be limited to the number of books and materials that they can check out. For the first three months 2 items may be checked out, nothing new. For the next 3 months 4 items may be checked out, again nothing new. No ILL books will be ordered until the patron has proven that they can return materials in a timely manner then all restrictions are lifted. Applicants under 17 years of age must have a parent or guardian give their consent on the application form before a new card can be issued. Aligned to Administrative Rule 15 CSR 30-200.015 (C). (Revised and approved 6/12/2023)


CHECKOUT PROCEDURES FOR CHILDREN 17 AND UNDER

The library staff does not monitor what anyone checks out. We will help with selections or guide you to the appropriate section if asked. When children checkout materials, their selection choices must be monitored by the parent or guardian. That library is not responsible for their selections. Aligned to Administrative Rule 15 CSR 30-200.015 (C).
(Approved 6/12/2023) 
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